
 

Branching Out: Getting to know your fellow club members 
 
Terry Monahan Fitzgibbons 

Member since 2001 

 
What kind of gardening do you do? Or 
prefer?    

I’ve always loved the garden but didn’t really do 
much gardening myself until we bought our 
house here in Natick. I started by really 

concentrating on flowers, fell in love with dahlias 
and now really like the whole combination of 

layering flowers with shrubs and vegetables all in 
the same bed. I also just love the act of 
gardening and how our gardens evolve and 

change as we age. 
 

When did you start gardening?  What drew you to it? 
I grew up summering on the Cape where my mom had a small vegetable garden 
and taught organic ways before we knew it as a term today. As I started to garden 

myself, I felt a need to make things holistic and prettier and wanted to add color. I 
started to design and plant vignettes I could enjoy as I looked out windows and 

came in and out the doorways.  
 
What would you like to tell the club about yourself? 

As we quarantine for day 300 and something, it has made me more aware of all the 
roles we play in our lives: wife, mother, grandmother, sister, aunt, friend, 

gardener, knitter and how important all these roles are, and how quickly life can 
change. I spent most of my career in the graphic arts industry as a designer, 
production manager and finally in sales. Then at age 60, I took a leap of faith and 

left the corporate world and took a job 
at The Garden Continuum as the Décor 

Manager.  The world of commercial 
gardening was a wonderful experience 

and my skills for design and project 
management were challenged but 
rewarded every day. Lesson learned: 

we are never too old/too young to start 
new chapters in our lives. 

*This front bed starts as full sun and goes 

into part shade 



How did you become involved 
with the Natick Garden Club? 

When we moved to Natick, Shirley 
Fitzpatrick just happened to live 

across the street from me. She 
started sharing some of her 
transplants and cuttings and 

before I knew it, she had me 
signed up and as a member of the 

Natick Garden Club. 
 
* This shade bed now gets a bit more 

sun after mother nature’s tree 

trimming 

 

 
What is most important to you about NGC membership?   

Over the years I have been involved in the Garden Club I have enjoyed the 
friendships, the constant learning and being involved with so many fun projects. I 
wouldn’t be the gardener I am today without the Natick Garden Club. It introduced 

me to a whole new world and a wonderful group of people.  
 

What would you like to see the 
club do that it isn't doing now? 
As a volunteer group I think we are 

amazing with all that is 
accomplished from 

beautification, service to the Natick 
community and just giving a 
helping hand to our fellow 

gardeners. When we get back to 
our new normal, I do hope the 

members’ garden tours will start 
up once again, I just love seeing 
everyone’s garden. 

 
 

 
 
* field trip with garden club friends: 

Terry (left) with Joyce Hannaford and 

Joanne Rampe  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 



Geri Wadness 

Member since 2012 

 
What kind of gardening do you do? Or prefer?     
I especially like working with flowering bushes along 
with conifers. The bushes stay green all winter so I 
get to enjoy them year-round. When I look out my 

window at this time of year, I can enjoy my plants. 
They look good with the snow on them, like a 

winter wonderland. In the Spring, I get to enjoy the 
flowers and all the beautiful colors. I also grow 
annuals especially in buckets along with perennials. 

 
When did you start gardening?  What drew 

you to it? 
I started gardening when I was about ten years old. 

There was a patch of land in front of our porch and 
I would plant seeds and watch them grow.  Now 
that I am retired, I have more time to devote to my 

garden and enjoy it. In the warm weather, I love to sit outside and read in the 
garden. 

 
What would you like to tell the club about yourself? 
I am a retired teacher, which, I enjoyed doing for many, many years but now I 

really enjoy the garden club, playing bridge, reading, swimming and taking courses.  
My family is wonderful and during the epidemic I have been able to see them 

outside. We have been taking walks together.  I have been walking with friends and 
neighbors as well as my husband so that I can get plenty of fresh air and exercise. 
 

How did you become involved with the Natick Garden Club? 
Phyllis Moir and Ann 

Peterson kept telling me 
about their great garden 
club and strongly 

encouraged me to join, so I 
waited until I retired and 

then joined. I was hooked 
and have never looked 
back. Phyllis and Ann 

encouraged me to take over 
as trip coordinator and then 

to become vice president 
and then president. Now I 
am really enjoying being 

program co-chair.   



What is most important to you about 
NGC membership?   

The garden club has been wonderful. I've 
met so many friends, learned a great deal 

about gardening and taken fantastic trips. 
Also, I think it is important to give back to 
the community. 

 
 

What would you like to see the club do 
that it isn't doing now? 
The club is doing so many wonderful 

things. I would like to see our new 
members get more involved. When you get 

involved with the club, you meet so many 
interesting people that you quickly become 
more comfortable. I would like to see us 

continue with the Big Bud program. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mary Meehan 

Member since 2008 

 
 

What kind of 
gardening do you 
do? Or prefer?     
My garden has 
everything but fruit 

and vegetables. I 
grow dahlias and have 
had some luck 

overwintering them. 
 

When did you start 
gardening?  What 
drew you to it? 

The first flowers I 
planted were 

bachelor's buttons.  
My father grew roses. 
We would go to a farm in Danvers from East Boston for cow manure. The north 

shore shopping center has replaced the farm. 
 

 
What would you like to tell the club 
about yourself? 

I have a design background but my 
garden is a collection of gifts from 

friends and family and many, many 
markdowns. My sister and my 2 
daughters also garden. 

 
 

How did you become involved with 
the Natick Garden Club? 
My friend Carol Salo told me about the 

club’s plant auction. I was also 
interested in visiting members gardens. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



What is most important to 
you about NGC 

membership?   
Aside from the auction and 

visiting members gardens, I 
love the friendliness of this 
club. It is hard to believe we 

are in New England.  
 

What would you like to see 
the club do that it isn't 
doing now? 

I loved the meetings where 
members shared their tools 

and favorite plants. I think if 
we could tap into unusual 
plants that a member has had 

success with, it would be very  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Lillian Graffam 

Member since 2015 

 
What kind of gardening do you do? Or prefer?  
I am a small space gardener. My deck is only 5’ x 10’, 
and I have to make it happen in that footage each 
season. It’s a challenge. In warmer weather, I want the 

space to serve as a place where I can enjoy a cup of 
coffee in the morning, a glass of wine later in the day and 

(before Covid-19) the company of other people (4 
maximum) for outdoor dining. My garden serves as a 
multi-purpose outdoor space for half of the year.  

I prefer to have a look that allows me to move around a 
bit and not feel too boxed in. So, I must plant wisely. 

Except for a large XMAS cactus that I move outdoors in 
June, my garden is all annuals purchased each year.  
I think of my garden as an outdoor installation. 

Everything has to fit together “just so,” and everything 
has to look good all the time. Because I have less to 

display, what’s there must perform, or else it’s dug out 
and replaced.    

 

 
When did you start gardening?  What drew 

you to it? 
I started gardening sometime after college. 
Wherever I lived, I always planted whatever 

space was available. Generally, the plots were 
small because the backyards of houses close to 

cities are small. A few years after I got married, 
we lived on the first floor of a Victorian in 
Brookline. We had a nice backyard, but our 

2,500 sq. ft living 
space was larger 

than the garden 
space. 
I grew up in a rural 

area where land 
was plentiful. Our 

house was on five 
acres, and my 

mother had gardens where she spent several hours 
every day Spring through Fall.  
 

 
 

 



What would you like to tell the club about yourself? 
Many years ago, my honeymoon was a trip across country. It was the 1970’s, and 

the Vietnam War was raging. Tensions were high in the country, very similar to 
now. Our plan was to drive across Pennsylvania, head south to Missouri, then travel 

southwest to California. Somewhere in Ohio our car broke down. An elected official 
of the county where we were stranded stopped to offer help. After looking under 
the hood, he determined which part needed to be replaced and left to get it from a 

nearby garage. He returned and helped to install the part. Soon the car was up and 
running again. When we asked what we owed, he said, “You kids don’t owe me 

anything. You’re going across country... just say something nice about the state of 
Ohio along the way.” 
I have never forgotten his kindness or the kindness of many other people we met 

along the way. As I write this on the night before the Inauguration, my hope is that 
we can put the past behind us and move forward in a positive direction, guided by 

kindness and something nice to say…the request of the gentleman from Ohio many 
years ago.   
 

How did you become involved with 
the Natick Garden Club?  
I learned about the Club from Sue 
Mandell. At the time, I had just left full-

time work in the corporate world and 
was making my way as a freelancer. I 
wanted an extra-curricular activity and a 

way to connect with people from Natick.  
 

What is most important to you about 
NGC membership?  
The most important thing is being 

involved in garden-related activities with 
other gardeners. Also, there’s so much valuable information that we get from the 

many knowledgeable presenters at our meetings.   
 
What would you like to see the club do that it isn't doing now? 

Not sure. I’m a small space 
gardener, so I’m always interested in 

how gardeners manage small spaces 
under different conditions and 
exposures. It would be interesting to 

know how many members may be in 
a similar situation, perhaps because 

they’ve downsized, or live in an 
apartment with a small outdoor 
space, or just decided to go tiny for a 

while. 
 

 



Liz Milch 

Member since 2020  

What kind of gardening do you do? Or 
prefer? 
I definitely don’t subscribe to one genre of 

gardening over another. I just like to plant 
things in the ground and see if they grow. And I 

gravitate to flowers more than vegetables.  
Most recently I have been entertaining the idea 
of an Apothecary Garden and have realized that 

much of what I already have in the yard - all 
things I have picked up at the club’s auctions 

over the years - can be used for herbal 
remedies. So clearly, some of you have already 
experimented with this!   

 
When did you start gardening?  What drew 

you to it? 
My mother in law Grace had a lovely backyard with dogwoods and birch trees and 
endless flower beds wherever she could tuck them in. I always admired & enjoyed 

them. I started gardening myself when we bought the house we currently live in. It 
did not have one living thing on the property other than a 6x15 foot section of 

awful invasive weeds. No trees, no shrubs, no grass. So, after we jackhammered 
the concrete and had a friend dig 

out the weeds, the first items I 
planted were some of Grace’s wild 
irises & 2 tiny lilac bushes that I 

purchased on a whim. Those lilacs 
are now about 12 ft tall. I love 

being connected to the Earth and 
digging in the dirt and it never 
ceases to amaze me how willfully 

things want to grow. It fills me 
with such hope.    

    
What would you like to tell the 
club about yourself?   

I grew up in Natick and married a 
Natick fellow. We have 2 boys 

(ages 23 & 13). I work in Boston at a Private Equity firm and that all keeps me very 
busy. I don’t like to do anything on the weekends other than be with my family, 
read, and enjoy my home. Those are all very restorative things for me and I have 

found Gardening is one more activity that helps keep me sane. And, as the boys 
need me less, I find that I am finally able to branch out and do things for myself 

again.   
 



How did you become involved 
with the Natick Garden Club? 

I started going to the Plant Auction 
and had SO MUCH FUN!! I was like, 

these ladies are great! I could 
definitely see myself getting involved 
here! So, thanks for having me!  

 
What is most important to you 

about NGC membership? 
Initially it was about me finding 
something that I actually enjoyed and 

wanting to develop that interest…  but 
as I slowly become more involved, I 

am recognizing that there is this 
hidden wealth of vast & wide 
knowledge waiting to be tapped.  NGC 

is this community of strong, dynamic 
women who all have such different 

stories and I am so excited to watch 
and learn from all of you!   

 
What would you like to see the 
club do that it isn't doing now? 

I remember thinking at my first 
auction that it would be really helpful 

to have someone come to my house 
and make suggestions about what to 
plant where. I would pay $$ to hear 

from experienced members about where to put that Rose of Sharon…  And I am still 
learning about all the things NGC does, but maybe we could have more of a 

presence at the farmers market?  And perhaps the 
club could beautify more little spaces that need it, 
whether that means weeding a random patch and 

putting a flower pot container there (and committing 
to its care?)  Also, I wonder if there is a way we can 

turn that old basketball court on Pleasant Street 
over by the dam and the little league fields into 
some sort of beautiful garden.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Phyllis Moir 

Member since 2010 

What kind of gardening do you do? Or 
prefer?  
We have three separate perennial gardens 

in three different sizes (S, M, and L), a 
small vegetable garden that is largely my 

husband’s turf, and a good assortment of 
annuals in pots that provide color from 
early spring to fall, at least when I don’t 

forget to water them.  
So, most of the focus of our garden is on 

perennials.  We moved to Natick 16 years 
ago from Atlanta, where I had recently 
discovered hostas and daylilies but 

devoted my limited time for gardening 
primarily to annuals in pots. However, I was delighted at the sight of the hostas 

and daylilies popping up each year without me having to lift a finger, so I was more 
than ready to meet a larger variety of perennials when we made the move to New 
England. (This is not to say that some gardeners in Atlanta don’t have a variety of 

perennials in their gardens, just not the gardeners that I knew. But then again, I 
didn’t belong to a garden club!) 

 
When did you start gardening? What drew you to it? 

I’ve always been fascinated by the idea of gardening, that by putting something 
small and plain into the ground and taking 
care of it, you can help it turn into 

something beautiful and/or useful. However, 
I had very little experience in gardening as 

a child for two reasons: one, I grew up in 
Florida, where sand was the only readily 
available gardening soil and two, my 

parents weren’t particularly interested in 
gardening.  My father loved home grown 

tomatoes but didn’t know how to make 
them grow in sand (he tried!) and somehow 
never procured any proper garden soil. (I 

didn’t know it existed or I would have 
insisted that we get some.) My one early 

gardening success was a cotton plant that I 
grew (yes, in sand) from seeds inside a 
cotton boll that I picked up one summer 

vacation in a field in Tennessee.  It won a 
blue ribbon in our 4th grade science fair that 

year, but for a long time that was the extent 
of my gardening. 
 



What would you like to tell the club about yourself? 
I had a 40-year working career: 20 years teaching English as a Second Language to 

foreign students at the university level and 20 years working as a writer/editor in 
the US Department of Health and Human Services, all but 5 years at the CDC in 

Atlanta. 
I was born an Anglophile, I think, although it’s also possible that I picked up this 
condition by spending almost all of my childhood reading, and what I read was 

often of British origin. So, at the first opportunity (halfway through college) I 
headed for England, where I lived for a wonderful 7 years, first finishing my degree 

and then teaching, and in my free time developing an insatiable love of travel, both 
within the British Isles and then in ever-expanding parts of Europe. That life came 
to an end for almost 40 years when I returned to the United States and eventually 

acquired a full-time job, a husband, and a daughter, now 31, whose existence has 
always been the single most joyful thing I’ve ever been a part of. And I kept 

travelling, visiting all but one (Alaska) of the 50 states over the years. Retirement 
10 years ago opened the door to the 
rest of the world again. I’ve 

reestablished old friendships in 
England, revisited European 

countries I hadn’t been to in 40 
years or so, and ventured beyond 

Europe with Bob to expand our 
horizons.   
Travelling is addictive, and I’ve had 

severe withdrawal symptoms this 
past year, knowing that at this age 

(71) I can’t keep going forever 
despite a lengthy must-see list. 
However, I have been incredibly 

fortunate to have had the 
opportunities I’ve had, and anything 

that sounds like complaining is 
completely unwarranted.   
 

How did you become involved with the Natick Garden Club? 
In 2006, we bought a 1920’s house on Walnut Hill and spent the next 3 years 

renovating the inside and pretty much ignoring the outside. When our neighbor 
Frank Osborne (yes, THAT Frank) showed up one morning with his tiller and a 
wheelbarrow full of plants from his garden, we began shifting our focus to the mess 

that was our yard. Fast-forward to the following spring, when then-neighbor Ann 
Peterson told me about the NGC plant auction and suggested that we come along.  

Bob and I left the auction with an armful of plants each, most of which we’d never 
heard of and had no idea what to do with. On the way out the door, I joined the 
club. 

 



What is the most important 
thing to you about NGC 

membership?   
I enjoy virtually all aspects of 

NGC, but undoubtedly the part 
that I have loved and benefitted 
from the most is the amazing 

people that make up the club. 
Are all gardeners so warm, 

helpful and fun, or did we just 
wind up with the cream of the 
crop in Natick? From the 

beginning I felt welcomed, and 
my million questions (“What’s 

that? What’s that?) were 
received with good humor, 
patience, and (most of the 

time) answers. I also found lots 
of fellow travel enthusiasts in the club to compare notes with, get recommendations 

from, and in the case of the English Garden Tours organized by my English friend 
Sue, travel with! 

 
What would you like to see the club do that it’s not doing now? 
I would like to see more outreach to elementary school students to encourage an 

early interest in gardening, but I realize the logistics of such outreach could be 
daunting. Still, maybe something to think about.  
 

  



Bryan Smith 

Member since 2017    

 
What kind of gardening do you do? Or 

prefer?  
What I do is mostly removing overgrowth 
and debris. We bought the house from an 

elderly couple that were unable to care 
for it and had let the property go for 

probably a decade or so. What I would 

prefer to do is plant to make it look nice 
without needing a lot of work to maintain. 

I love that our lawn is in an area that is 
slightly sloping to the wetlands next to 

the Charles River and gets plenty of 
ground water – we have NEVER watered 

the lawn – 2014 to present. I am amazed 
by all the animals that come to visit! 
 

 
When did you start gardening? What drew you to it? 

I started as a little kid being curious and always playing in the mud. I remember 
my grandmother burying fish heads around her roses “because it was good for 
them”. I also remember playing doctor with plants: Putting a mud “cast” on a 

broken poinsettia branch and wrapping tape around it; Getting an almost dead 
plant from nursery for free and nursing it back to health. As I got older, I tried to 

do things to make the yard look nice even though I didn’t know what I was doing. 
Once we had a plant with yellowing leaves, so I watered it more and more. It finally 
died, later I found out that it was turning yellow because it was getting too much 

water to begin with. 
 

What would you like to tell the club about yourself? 
I moved to Massachusetts in 2013 
from southern California when my 

husband took a job at Harvard 
Medical School. The following year 

we bought a “fixer-upper” in South 
Natick that had been on the market 
and vacant for over a year. I am a 

real estate broker and have always 
enjoyed renovating houses (and 

their yards). I have participated in 
various running events including 
5k’s, 10k’s, obstacle course runs  

and mud (the adult version in playing in the mud) runs. I helped organize my old 
running club’s 5k/10k fundraiser. 

 



How did you become involved 
with the Natick Garden Club? 

I stopped at the club’s table at Natick 
Days because I was interested in 

learning more about what plants we 
should put in our yard. Coming from 
southern California, I needed to learn 

a different set of plants for the 
climate here. I still feel like 

everything dies (winter) and I am 
starting over every spring. 
Fortunately, most of plants I’ve learned to use do actually come back in the spring. 

Additionally, the club offered a place to meet people. 
 

 
What is most important to 
you about NGC 

membership?  
Meeting people, learning 

which plants are best and 
why, having people to ask my 

stupid gardening questions 
without being made to feel 
stupid.  

 
 

 

 
What would you like to see the club do that 
it isn’t doing now? 

We should provide more gardening info to 
general public: maybe how-to’s that are simpler 

and less specific than our meetings. I think the 
website should have area for member-only 
access which would include a membership 

directory. This would mean there would be no 
need for paper membership booklets and new 

members can be added throughout the year.  
I would like it if members were more  
thoughtful/careful when deciding to “reply all” 

or “reply”. 
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