
Branching Out: Getting to know your fellow club members 

 

Melanie Harvey 

Member since 2004 

What kind of gardening do you do? 

Or prefer? 

    I started out 15 years ago filling in 

corners of the acre lot and bringing 

attention around the front door of our 

home. Then got the gardening bug, 

expanding beds, starting early morning, 

finishing after dark, using mostly a few 

shrubs, many perennials (many 

friendship gardens from NGC members) 

and annuals, with a few garden 

ornaments, and water features thrown 

in. Now we are simplifying into trees and 

lower maintenance gardening. 

When did you start gardening?  

What drew you to it? 

   My parents usually had a vegetable 

garden when I was growing up, but it 

wasn’t until moving into our current home in 2003 that I really started gardening. I 

joined the garden club in 2005. NGC gave me so much exposure to the wonderful 

world of gardening, resources, knowledge and support… it really made all the 

difference. I don’t think I would have had the knowledge or confidence to start 

without having joined.  

What would you like to tell the club about yourself: other passion(s); work 

(current/former/volunteer); family; gardening credentials; etc.?   

    Being a self-employed interior 

decorator since 1986 has helped design 

gardens, and play with texture, color 

etc. I have always enjoyed dancing, 

starting ballroom 15 years ago. We 

bought and renovated the Williamson 

Cider Mill on Rockland Street (some of 

you may have bought cider there when 

it was functioning until 17 years ago), 

which is now our current home.   

 



How did you become involved with the Natick Garden Club?  

    I saw a Natick Garden Club table at Natick Days when we were new to town, and 

signed up.  

What is most important to you about NGC membership?  

    I would say learning about plants with engaging and kind members has been 

most meaningful, and helpful! Being part of a pro-active group and contributing to 

our town is a big draw too… Natick is the best! 

What would you like to see the club do that it isn't doing now?  

   I can’t think of much more I would add or change to the group. It’s great to 

watch diligent and dedicated women throughout the group work for a great cause. 

Other civic groups I’m involved in have on-line google groups, or chat rooms with 

bulletin boards, give and take area, general info, etc.. that may be helpful, on our 

website or email. It’s fairly low-maintenance.     

 

   

Gardening and Natick Garden Club as a family activity: Melanie on the far right, her 

mom, Shirley Schofield on the far left. 

 



Joyce Hannaford 

Member since 2009 

What kind of gardening do you do? Or prefer? 

I started to garden with my Dad at age four. He had a huge 

vegetable garden that fed us all summer, and my Mom 

canned and froze enough to last our family for the entire 

winter. His garden was a work of art, and we constantly 

had people visiting to see what he was growing.  

When did you start gardening?  What drew you to it? 

My passion has been cooking since I was very young as my 

Mom was always in the kitchen. Everything in our house 

was made from scratch. My passion is still cooking, and I 

started catering in 1971. That led to opening a gourmet 

shop in 1987. I closed it in 1992 and moved from Western 

Massachusetts to the Boston area. I continued to cater and 

cook for families until 2018. Cooking, of course, is best with 

my own garden produce. 

What would you like to tell the club about yourself: 

other passion(s); work (current/former/volunteer); 

family; gardening credentials; etc.? 

I’m a self-taught gardener and don’t really have any 

credentials. However, my garden has been featured in 8 magazines over the years. 

How did you become involved with the Natick Garden Club? 

We purchased our home in Natick in January of 1999. Marilyn Lustig would stop by 

on her walks and beg me to join, but my husband Charlie and I were working 24/7 

on a house that was in terrible shape and there 

was no extra energy for anything else. I finally 

joined in 2009. In the meantime, I ended up 

creating a high maintenance, full time+ garden, 

that constantly needs attention. At this time of 

year, weather permitting, I garden 8+ hours a 

day. 

What is most important to you about NGC 

membership? 

I have loved meeting garden club members who 

are also passionate about this wonderful hobby. 

What would you like to see the club do that 

it isn't doing now? 

There’s nothing that I can think of that the club 

should be doing, that it’s not already doing 



Susan Shipman 

Member since 1998 

 

What kind of gardening do you do? 

    After living in the Oakdale section of Natick for 50 

years, what was once a sunny yard with vegetable 

and flower gardens is now mostly shade. Out of 

necessity I’ve become a fan of shade plants, mainly 

hostas with their colorful leaf patterns and interesting 

shapes. One of my favorite annual plants is coleus 

which does well in pots and I can move them around 

to where ever a spot of color is needed. Many years 

ago I added a small fish pond to the delight of the 

neighborhood children who over the years have come 

daily to check out the fish and frogs, and the garter 

snakes that sun themselves on the stones. 

When did you start gardening? What drew you 

to it? 

    Growing up in the country, we had a large vegetable garden, flower gardens, 

grape vines, berry patches and a variety of fruit trees. As a child I loved the wide-

open spaces but was not happy that my entire weekends were spent hoeing, 

weeding and watering while other kids were at the movies. Fast forward 25 years to 

living in Natick at a time when mothers mostly didn’t work. Five families living 

around our grass covered cul-de-sac used it to plant flowers and vegetables for 

something to do with our children and as a way to teach them about gardening. I 

began to look at improving my own yard with flowers and vegetables and was 

surprised that I enjoyed it, even the weeding.   

What would you like to tell the club about yourself? 

    For the past 35 years I’ve been working as an office manager and book keeper 

for a carpet cleaning company. At the same time that I joined the garden club 22 

years ago, I became a volunteer 

delivering Meals on Wheels in Natick 

and continued until Covid 19 began. 

In addition to gardening, I enjoy 

kayaking on the Charles River, 

biking, hiking, water aerobics and 

day trips from the local community 

centers. My older son lives in 

Chicago and every time we visit him, 

the Chicago Botanic Gardens are a 

must see, and my younger son has a 

green thumb for planting a variety of 

trees in his backyard.  



How did you become involved with the NGC? 

    I saw the notice in the paper for a meeting at the library to start a garden club. 

It was just what I was looking for. I volunteered the first year and feel I have been 

growing ever since. It has been a wonderful part of my life, making great friends, 

learning more than I could have imagined about gardening, through interesting 

lectures and tours, and heading many different committees. Some were much more 

of a challenge than others but at the end of each year I felt a sense of personal 

accomplishment and gratitude to those members who helped. 

What is most important to you 

about NGC membership? 

I think all the work we’ve done 

beautifying the downtown every 

season for so many years has done 

a lot for the town‘s image and has 

encouraged many who pass by to 

think about their own gardens. Our 

auction does a great job of 

educating the public about plants 

and encouraging them to try 

something new. And I love the way 

members share their gardening tips 

and ideas, and invite us to visit 

their gardens. I’ve learned so much 

and it’s a nice feeling when a 

younger or newer member asks me 

a gardening question, and hopefully 

I have an answer. 

What would you like to see the 

club do that it isn’t doing now? 

I think we are doing a wonderful 

job with what we have on our 

agenda at present. With the virus 

upheaval, the garden club board has had to make some big adjustments with 

setting up zoom meetings, the online auction and making plans for next year. They 

deserve a round of applause for their extra efforts for keeping our club blooming. 

 

 

 

 

 



Carol Salo 

member since 1999 

What kind of gardening do you do? Or prefer? 

My gardens are pretty much fully planted now so I 

get summer color by adding several container 

arrangements of annuals around the yard. 

When did you start gardening?  What drew 

you to it? 

We moved to Natick and bought our first home in 

1979. Taking care of a home and yard was new 

and exciting. After a few years, I felt that taking 

care of grass was not exciting. There must be 

something out there that was less work, more fun. 

I explored the world of gardening and came to the 

mistaken conclusion that this would be easier and prettier than grass. Perennials 

and bulbs would come back forever with minimal work, right? For years after, I 

added gardening areas to my yard…more, wider, longer ad infinitum. Now I have 

more gardens than grass. It took me a long time to become aware of the error of 

my thinking and the tender, loving care is now never ending. Grass looks good to 

me on some days now but I still love my beautiful plants. 

What would you like to tell the club about yourself: other passion(s); work 

(current/former/volunteer); family; gardening credentials; etc.? 

My husband and I love animals and have had dogs and cats over the years, none 

right now. I am retired after a long, varied career beginning with administrative 

positions, printed circuit board designer, Finance Director at a Boston non-profit 

and dabbling in Interior Design. During my gardening career, I became a Master 

Gardener through the MassHort program.  

How did you become involved with the Natick Garden Club? 

I think I saw an article in a local newspaper about a new garden club in Natick and 

called to see what it was all about. I joined, met nice, 

new people, got involved in activities and recommend 

the club to anyone who will listen.  

What is most important to you about NGC 

membership? (more than one thing is fine!) 

The members of this club are among the nicest, 

friendliest, most interesting people I know and make 

Natick a lovely town to live in. 

What would you like to see the club do that it 

isn't doing now? 

Maybe more social gatherings so new and old 

members can get to know each other better?  



Pat Polimeno 

Member since 2011 

What kind of gardening do you do? Or prefer?  

I find that I do random gardening. I would like to have 

a plan and go forth with it, but I always get 

sidetracked by something out of the plan and off I go.  

I would really like to be more organized and I am 

becoming more so through the influence of the guest 

speakers and members of the Garden Club.  

When did you start gardening?  What drew you to 

it? 

I really started gardening when I retired and joined the 

Natick Garden Club in 2011. Prior to that whatever my 

husband put in the yard and vegetable garden was fine 

with me. 

What would you like to tell the club about yourself: other passion(s); work 

(current/former/volunteer); family; gardening credentials; etc.? 

Right now I am healthy and enjoying my retirement, my family (especially my 

grandchildren) and I hope to continue to do some travelling. 

How did you become involved with the Natick Garden Club? 

I became involved with the Natick Garden Club through a friend who had attended 

the plant auction and had a lot of fun. We came to the first meeting of 2011 and 

joined right away. 

What is most important to you about NGC membership? 

What I like most about NGC is the warmth and friendliness of the members. I have 

learned so much about gardening in a positive, no pressure atmosphere. It is a 

pleasure to attend meetings and to meet members thru the activities and out and 

about in Natick.  

What would you like to see the club do 

that it isn't doing now? 

I cannot think of anything for the club to do 

more than it is doing right now. Since I 

joined, we have expanded our civic 

donations, added school scholarships, and 

this spring joined the virtual world. We have 

kept pace with the changing interests of 

home gardeners by starting a pollinator 

garden at the library and offering an 

incredible array of guest speakers with such 

varying interests. I am always asking friends 

to come and join the NGC. 



Martha Emerson 

Member since 2005 

What kind of gardening do you do? Or prefer? 

    I live in Portland Maine now, but for 41 years my gardening life was rooted in 

perennials, bulbs, shrubs and trees that could 

survive in my challenging Medfield yard, an acre of 

pine oak forest. I never owned a lawn mower. I 

became an optimistic plantaholic, and learned 

through failures. I grew to love the meditative nature 

of pruning apple trees and rhododendrons and 

weeding. I learned to love the plants that thrived. 

When did you start gardening?  What drew you 

to it? 

    My parents and grandparents, and great 

grandparents gardened.  I remember planting a 

garden when I was 12.  As a school girl, I was 

described as the girl who dressed in flowered 

clothes. My gardening life accompanied home 

ownership at 28, but I was a complete novice. 

What would you like to tell the club about yourself: other passion(s); work 

(current/former/volunteer); family; gardening credentials; etc.?   

    Soon after retiring in September 2015 as Controller at MatTek in Ashland, I 

potted up and gave away many plants, cleaned out and sold my home in 2017, and 

moved to Maine to be near family. Right away I volunteered for the Maine Flower 

Show and joined the Scarborough Garden Club. My connections helped me find my 

ocean view 8th floor condo. Now I garden at my son’s, in easy sunny garden beds.  

How did you become involved with the Natick Garden Club? 

    The Natick Library helped 

me find NGC in 2005. To better 

connect with Natick gardeners, 

I volunteered as Membership 

for 3 years. By 2017, I had 

been Program Chair for 7 

years, the final 3 years with 

Ann Peterson. I was also a 

member of the Norwood 

Evening Garden Club, and one 

time entered a floral 

competition at the Marshfield 

Fair. 



What is most important to you about NGC membership?  

    My life in garden clubs has been wonderful, one of the best parts of my life, for 

sure! The camaraderie and friendships, the fun, the knowledge, the connections, 

it’s all been a gift. Did I mention 4 English Garden Tours!?  

What would you like to see the club do that it isn't doing now?  

    It’s important, for our environment, to keep attracting young people to our club, 

to share and inspire them with nature focused gardening practices. The club’s 

resilient response to the Covid 19 restrictions has been creative, heartwarming and 

commendable. If we could eradicate all invasive plants, that would be great too. 
 

Lucia Frenkel 

Member since 2011 

What kind of gardening do you do? Or prefer?  

    I love working in my flower beds, mostly with perennials. While I don’t love 

weeding, I do get tremendous satisfaction when I get my hands in the dirt and 

clean up a bed. I enjoy watching the garden bloom throughout the summer and 

have been learning how to have plants that bloom at different times so I have a bit 

of color and texture throughout the seasons. I would love to grow vegetables, but 

don’t really have enough sun. I also love growing fresh herbs to cook with.  

When did you start gardening?  What drew you to it? 

    I actually started gardening when we had our first house in Dallas. Even after 

living in Natick for 25 years, I want Spring to begin in early March, with daffodils in 

bloom. I still miss the bluebonnets and Indian paintbrush that line the Texas 

highways this time of year. In Texas, pansies last all winter and tomatoes are ready 

in May.  

    The house we live 

in now had a small 

perennial garden that, 

when we moved in, I 

had no idea what to 

do with. It took me a 

while to learn how to 

garden here. I really 

appreciate and love 

the blooming shrubs 

and grasses that I 

now have in my 

garden.   

 



What would you like to tell the club about yourself: other passion(s); work 

(current/former/volunteer); family; gardening credentials; etc.? 

    I was a biology teacher most of my life. First at the college level and then high 

school. To be honest, my least favorite section to teach was plant physiology and 

reproduction. Which was such a puzzle to me since I always loved to garden.  

    I currently volunteer at my church, UUAC Sherborn, at the consignment shop 

(Good as New) and serve on the Board of Directors. As a volunteer at The Natick 

Service Council, I have helped coordinate the NGC’s collection of items to the food 

pantry the last few years. I am also very involved with the Metrowest Immigrant 

Solidarity Network (MISN), an immigration justice group in Framingham, where I 

help recently arrived immigrants from Central America.  

   I am married, with 2 sons, 13 

years apart. My younger just 

completed 9th grade. We have been 

fortunate to be able to travel. In 

the last few years we have visited 

many of the National Parks out 

west as well as Greece, Israel, Chile 

(where my family is from) and New 

Zealand (where we went in Dec 

2019). We will be staying closer to 

home for a while now, probably 

venturing no further than Vermont 

this summer.  

How did you become involved with the Natick Garden Club? 

    Two of the original founders of the NGC lived on my street. I thank Anne 

Freeman for inviting me to the plant auction in the church, my first introduction to 

the club. Marilyn Lustig, another founding member, and I joined the same book 

group. We became good friends and she encouraged me to join the club. I continue 

to be impressed with the knowledge that so many members have about plants. I 

appreciate their generosity in sharing their expertise with those of us who need  

What is most important to you about NGC membership?  

    While I am not able to make all of the Thursday meetings, I always enjoy seeing 

folks that I would never have met if it hadn’t been for the NGC. I have learned so 

much from members and the wonderful speakers. I attended a couple of garden 

club trips last year which were educational and fun. I enjoyed serving as NGC 

secretary for a year, like helping with the downtown plantings and the auction and 

am honored to serve on the newly formed NGC scholarship committee.  

What would you like to see the club do?  

    I love everything that the club is currently doing. I hope that we can gather 

again soon and I look forward to seeing everyone. 

 



Rosalind Forber 

Member since 2018 

What kind of gardening do you 

do? Or prefer? 

I have always been a vegetable 

gardener, but in retirement am 

giving more and more of my garden 

over to perennials, especially plants 

that appeal to pollinators. This flower 

gardening is new to me, and I’m 

learning a little each year.  

When did you start gardening?  

What drew you to it? 

I grew up working in my parents’ 

vegetable patch, and have had some 

sort of vegetable patch in my own 

home for more than 50 years. It just makes me feel good to work in the garden. I 

enjoy looking at the connectedness between plants, soil, fungi, pollinators, bacteria, 

etc. throughout the seasons.  

What would you like to tell the club about yourself: other passion(s); work 

(current/former/volunteer); family; gardening credentials; etc.?  

I am a retired teacher, and involved in assorted organizations to do with 

disabilities, mental health, and supporting children at risk in India. At the present 

time I also work part-time for my church. My grandson and I spend hours on 

FaceTime these 

days. He is 3 1/2 

and already 

learning about 

beneficial insects. 

Knitting keeps my 

hands busy when 

not in the garden. 

How did you 

become involved 

with the Natick 

Garden Club? 

Geri Wadness told 

me about the club 

years ago. I finally 

attended a 

meeting after I 

retired.  



What is most important to you about NGC membership?  

The club has a mighty fine group of people! Everyone pitches in to help. I learn 

something new, something really practical, every time we get together.  

What would you like to see the club do that it isn't doing now?   

I’m still in the “honeymoon” phase. It seems just about perfect thus far. 
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